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  Dave Spillard 
Plastering Contractor 

All types of plastering, screeding 
and outside finishes undertaken 
Greenfields, Five Ash Down, 

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH 
Tel: 01825 733335 
Mob: 07751404931 

www.davespillard.com

M S WILES & SON 
Building Contractors, Carpentry and Joinery 

Established 30 Years 
Domestic and Commercial 

Most aspects of building work undertaken 
Telephone: 01892 770554  Larksfield, Balls Green, 
Mobile: 07818434506     Withyham,  

East Sussex TN7 4BX 
Website: www.wilesbuild.com

 
CHAIR CANING, RUSHING, 

SEAGRASS WORK 
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE PARCELL 
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 

Hartfield, TN7 4EX 
Tel: 01892 770764 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
Open every day 

Traditional welcoming pub, family & dog friendly, Home cooked food, 
Restaurant menu, Bar Snacks, Daily Specials, Locally sourced 

products, 
Specialising in Seafood, Great Sunday Roasts, 

Cask Marque Harveys Ales, Extensive Wine List, 
Quiz Night last Wednesday every month ~ come along and join the fun 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham TN7 4BD 01892 770278



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Member of the National Federation of Builders 

Listed Buildings, Conversions, 
Extensions, Maintenance & Repairs,  

Plumbing & Heating 
W SMITHERS & SONS LTD                  Telephone Office: 01342 850559 
Old Mill Yard  Fax: 01342 850981 
Cowden, Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk   

John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd 
Living Willow Structures for Schools and Gardens; Baskets and Willow Work; 

Woven Hurdles, Trellis and Plant Supports; Continuous Weave Fences & 
Border Edging; Tree Surgery & Woodland Advice; Hedgelaying 

Green Wood Workshop Courses 
Courses in Willow Plant Supports, Basketry, Hurdles, Pole Lathe Wood Turning 

and Chair Making, Hedgelaying, Coppicing, Charcoal, Fencing, 
Chickens & Bees, Pigs & Cows! 

01892 740303, 07788 748618 info@underwoodsman.co.uk, 
www.underwoodsman.co.uk 

4 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Ticklebelly Lane, Blackham, East Sussex TN3 9UH 

 

Independent Estate Agents and 

Chartered Surveyors. 

High quality marketing from your local 
Agents with a wide coverage of Sussex, 

Kent and Surrey and London 
representation. 

Sales & Lettings 

10 Offices plus London 

Please contact our FOREST ROW office 

to arrange a market appraisal 

01342 824824 

www.howardcundey.com 

Electricity in safe hands 
Mob:07836 256146 
Tel:01892 740631 

info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

 Installation, Rewiring & board changes 

 Fault finding, Maintenance and Repairs 

 Inspection and testing, EICR reports 

 Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 

 Solar Panel Installations – PV Systems 

 Prompt, Reliable and Competitive Rates 
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Verger & Sexton:  Mr John Collins    01892 662389  
9 Whitehill Close, Crowborough TN6 1JG  
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1. 
CHURCH CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2013 
ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 
Sunday 3rd    Fourth Sunday before Advent 
 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 
Thursday 7th 10.00 a.m. Morning Service  
Sunday 10th    Third Sunday before Advent 
 9.45 a.m. Family Service 
NB 10.55 a.m. SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 
Thursday 14th  10.00 a.m. Morning Service  
Sunday 17th    Second Sunday before Advent 
 11.00 a.m. Matins 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 
Thursday 21st   10.00 a.m. Morning Service 
Sunday 24th     Sunday before Advent 
 9.45 a.m. Family Eucharist 
 11.00 a.m. Matins 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 
Thursday 28th  10.00 a.m. Morning Service 
Sunday 1st December    Advent Sunday 
 11.00 a.m. All Age Advent Service (but see Mag) 
 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

ALL SAINTS, BLACKHAM 
During the interregnum, there will be no Sunday services at All Saints,. 

Parish Registers of St Michael and All Angels, Withyham 
Funerals 
Thursday 30th May The funeral took place at Blackham Church of David Joslin 
aged 88 years, and on Thursday 6th June his ashes were interred in the Withyham 
Churchyard. 
Wednesday 21st August The cremation took place of Derek Crawford aged 71 
years, 
Saturday 31st August The ashes of Amanda Hemsley aged 55 years were interred 
in the Withyham Churchyard. 
Friday 2nd October The funeral of Henry McVitty aged 93 years took place in 
St Michael’s Church followed by burial in the Churchyard. 
Thursday 7th October The cremation took place of Charlie Stapley aged 78 years. 
Friday 25th October The funeral of Philip Michael Stafford aged 58 years, took 
place in St Michael’s Church followed by burial in the Churchyard. 



2. 
COMPLINE  

Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of an eye; Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 
From Compline (BCP 1928) and Night Prayer (CW 2005) 

‘The apple of an eye: a symbol of that which is most cherished,’ declares the  
Oxford English Dictionary in its stern, matter of fact way, but there is no disguising 
the beauty of this most lovely of  phrases.  Moses used it in his song of delight, 
celebrating the Lord, who saved Jacob from the howling wilderness, guarding him 
as the apple of his eye and covering him beneath his wings (Deuteronomy 32:10).  
The Psalmist sang the same words of comfort (psalm 17:8).  Centuries later they 
found their way into the monastic office of compline, revived for Anglicans by the 
Cuddesdon  Office Book  (19th c), then by the BCP (1928), and now by Common 
Worship under the title ‘Night Office’. 

As a sixth-former I found myself, rather to my surprise, attending compline 
one evening in the school chapel.  Some of the more pious boys would disappear at 
9.00 p.m. on Fridays in Lent, and I went along out of curiosity, not expecting much. 

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. ...Whoso dwelleth under 
the defence of the most high shall abide under the shadow the Almighty. 

...Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of an eye; Hide me under the shadow of thy wings 

The quiet reflective tone struck me; so different from what I was 
accustomed to in chapel.  Here were words of deep refreshment.  Amazing stuff!  It 
was not a Damascus Road experience, and it certainly did not happen all at once, but 
it was a beginning (there were many others).  There was more than just bland re-
assurance.  There was something darker too: a hint of menace to set in relief the 
words of comfort.  Be sober, be vigilant, the devil as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour; whom resist steadfast in the faith.  What eighteen year 
old does not know the devil within or has not sensed his or her own howling 
wilderness.  Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 

Then there was that rare use of the first person singular.  Not keep us, but 
keep me as the apple of thine eye.  Most of our public praying is in the plural, as you 
would expect in common prayer, but now, at bedtime, we revert to our private 
childhood moment when we were tucked up by mother.  Sweet dreams, darling, 
sleep well.  Just her and me, the apple of her eye.  Did the monks, I wonder, find 
solace in that memory, and see in it a foreshadowing of God, as they entered the 
‘greater silence’, and filed off down a draughty cloister to a bleak dormitory?  Did it 
redress the relentlessly corporate nature of community life? 

Before the ending of the day Creator of the world we pray.  Just in case I 
forget, just in case I am carried away by my private moment with God, the words of 
the compline hymn bring me back in line.  And there is the miracle: that the one who 
cherishes each of us as the apple of his eye, the one who calls us each his darling, is 
the God of all creation, the Love that moves the sun and stars. 

Adrian Leak (This article first appeared in the Church Times, www.churchtimes.co.uk). 
  



3. 
Churchwardens Notes - November 
The Interregnum: At last, the secret can be revealed.  Our new Vicar is to be 
the Rev Dr Alastair Ferguson.  Alastair was, until recently, Vicar of Lastingham, 
in Yorkshire, which was founded by St Cedd, in 654.  This somewhat trumps the 
age of our church, but I sincerely hope he will appreciate our new build!  He has 
been both a hospital doctor and a GP in the past and in the 1990's, ministered to 
a very large parish in Zimbabwe, so our rural situation should present no 
problems.  His wife, Denise is an occasional organist and a keen gardener.  We 
were originally told that Alastair's licensing would take place on the Friday, 
13th December.  However, we have just been informed by the Rural Dean that 
this is not possible as Bishop Martin has another engagement on that day.  At the 
moment we do not know when the licensing will take place, but we will be 
pushing for a date before Christmas.  I hope to have more news for you in the 
next issue of the magazine. 
The Gerini Paintings: The final payment arrived in our bank on the 
30th September.  Only 10 months, give or take, since they were sold.  We now 
have only to wait until interest accumulates and we can then begin to think about 
the work that needs to be done on the church fabric.  Which leads me nicely to .  
The Quinquennial: Some investigation has already taken place on the items 
raised in the architect's report.  Robert Clark and I spent a dusty and vertiginous 
morning inspecting the bell tower and roof.  I am happy to report that Robert is 
of the opinion that both the dry rot and the Death Watch Beetle, highlighted in 
the report, are not active, which saves us a considerable sum in treatment and 
even more inconvenience.  We are indebted to Robert for his expertise in this 
matter.  Other items are being sorted in order of priority and will be dealt with 
when money permits. 
The Harvest Supper: The announcement about the Gerini Paintings was made 
during the supper, which raised a hearty cheer amongst the seventy or so 
attendees.  We enjoyed a magnificent feast of turkey and ham, with all the 
trimmings and a sizeable sum was raised for church funds.  None of this would 
have been possible without the tireless efforts of Ruth Leeves, Anne Barker, 
Elizabeth Parish and numerous helpers, in organising the event and serving, 
clearing and washing up afterwards. 
Church Floodlights: These have been repaired and it is now only the Bell 
Tower that will be lit up when they are switched on.  It was decided by the PCC 
that, given the trees round the tower and the long summer evenings, they would 
only be switched on during the winter months.  The list for sponsoring the lights 
is at the back of the church if anyone would like to change their dates.  Robert 
Murray-Willis has agreed to organise the list and collect the fees. 

Peter Griffiths and Richard Carden 



4. 

?? CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT ?? 
At the KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM. 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6th AT 8.00 p.m. 
Two-course supper with choice of hot and cold dishes and a mouth-

watering array of puddings. 
CASH BAR                                                              GRAND RAFFLE 

Prize for the winning Team. 
TICKETS £8 per person. 

Call Sue or Bryan on 01892 652515 or e-mail bryanwilliamsB@aol.com 
Hurry! Places get booked up very quickly for this event. 

St Michaels School Withyham 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 7th December 2pm - 4pm 

Come and visit Santa in his Grotto 
*Home-made cakes  *pre-loved toys and books 

*bottle tombola  *craft zone  *decorations  
*secret-key raffle  *mulled wine  *mince pies  

*tea and coffee *raffle  
*chocolate tombola *teddy tombola  

 

Volunteers wanted for HATCH 
The community helping the community 

If you feel you could help out from time to time 
With any of the following tasks 

Transport 
Shopping 

Care of animals 
Simple gardening 
Household tasks 

Please get in touch with 
Duncan Ball (Duncan.ball@btinternet.com or 01342 825611 



5. 

YOUNG CHURCH 

 



6. 

THE DORSET ARMS 
We are delighted to announce that the Buckhurst Estate has taken over the 

ownership and management of the Dorset Arms.  I am personally very 
enthusiastic about bringing the pub back into the estate.  As you may know we 
owned the pub for many generations until 1987 when it was sold to Harveys. 

A local management team will help us run the pub until early 2014 when 
we intend to begin our refurbishment programme including some of the structural 
repairs that are required.  

We will be using our estate produce in the kitchen, as well as supporting 
other quality local produce and suppliers. 

My ambition is that the Dorset Arms will remain a pub for the local 
community, serving reasonably priced meals and a choice of beers.   

I look forward to welcoming you to the Dorset Arms in the near future.  
William De La Warr  
(and the Trustees of the Buckhurst and Withyham Estate) 

WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY November  
By the time this is in print we should have had our annual AGM so I’m sure 

news will get around about it, or course I shall report all the news in the December 
magazine.  There is not a lot else to report at this time of year so I hope you are all 
getting on with putting your garden to bed for the winter months.    

Gardening tips for this month are:   
1) If you are looking to get an early crop of peas or beans for next year now 

is the time to put the seed into the ground while it is still warm enough.  They will 
need some protection over the colder months as any damage will knock the crop 
back.  Use clean tunnel cloche and if the weather is particularly harsh cover with 
fleece.  

2) In the greenhouse wash all glazing to remove dirt and shade paint, wash 
pots and trays in mild disinfectant ready for the new season and make sure your 
greenhouse heater is working properly if you have one.   

3)  Cut back late flowering clematis such as clematis vitecella and texensis 
these can be cut to ground level, removing all their top growth completely, new 
shoots will emerge from below the ground in spring.  Leave large summer flowering 
clematis (those that bloom in May and June) until the end of February.  Do not 
prune evergreen clematis armandii now or the varieties that flower in spring such as 
alpine, montana and macropetala.   

4) Small variegated ivy can stifle trees if left unchecked.  Carefully peel 
unwanted ivy away from bark and cut the shoots off at soil level.  Keep an eye open 
for new growth in spring.  I hope you all have a well-deserved rest over the winter 
months once all the work is done of course! 

Val Edwards (Secretary) 01892 661940 



7. 
LIGHT RELIEF 
The POPE and the CHAUFFEUR 
 One day, the Pope was paying a visit to New York and, on his day off, found 
himself being taken sightseeing in an anonymous limo.  His chauffeur, wanting to 
impress him, said, “Hey, Mr Pope, anything you want, I’ll make it happen for you.  
Just you name it.” 
 “Well,” said the Pope thoughtfully, “Now that you mention it, I’ve always 
wanted to drive a car.  Back in the Vatican they keep me pretty much holed up, and 
when I want to go out, they always insist on driving me around in that papal buggy.  
Just for once in my life I’d like to drive myself for a change.” 
 “Hey,” said the chauffeur, “No prob.”  So they got out of the limo and 
changed places. 
 The Pope had only driven a couple of blocks before he accidentally went 
through a red light.  Immediately one of those tough New York City cops drove up 
behind the limo and turned on his lights.  He pulled over, got out of his car and 
strutted over to the limo.  But before he reached it, he notices who was driving, went 
straight back to his car, and called his chief on the radio. 
 “Hey Chief,” he said, “I just pulled over somebody I shouldn’t have.” 
 “What,” said the chief, “You didn’t pull over another cop, did you?” 
 “No, chief, he’s bigger than that.” said the cop. 
 “You didn’t pull over the mayor, did you?” 
 “No, chief, he’s bigger than that.” 
 “Why, you didn’t pull over the president of the United States, did you? 
 “No, chief, he’s bigger than that.” 
 “Well then whom did you pull over?” The baffled chief asked. 
 “I don’t know” replied the cop, “But he’s got the Pope for a chauffeur.” 

SPEAK UP 
 This man was telling his neighbour, “I just bought a new hearing aid.  It cost 
me £3,000, but it’s state of the art.  It’s perfect.” 
 “Really,” said his neighbour, “What kind is it? 
 “Twelve thirty.” 

BIBLICAL GROANS 
 Q.  What was the name of Isaiah’s horse? 
 A.  Isme, because he said “Whoa Isme!” (Isaiah 6:5) 

 Q.  What book of the Bible first mentions tennis? 
 A.  Genesis, which says that Joseph served on Pharaoh’s court. 

 Q.  Who was the wisest investor in the Bible? 
 A:  Noah, who floated his stock while everyone else liquidated their assets. 

 Q.  What’s the lumberjack’s favourite book in the Bible? 
 A.  The Axe of the Apostles. 



8. 
ARTIST OF THE MONTH – John Constable (1776-1837) 

Constable once said “No two days are alike, nor even two hours; neither was 
there ever two leaves of tree alike since the creation of the world”.   

He was the son of a wealthy mill and land owner from East Bergholt in 
Suffolk.  Being one of six children there was an expectation that he would 
eventually take over his father’s business.  However the young Constable had other 
ideas.  A chance meeting with an eccentric amateur painter by the name of Sir 
George Beaumont was the catalyst that convinced Constable that painting 
professionally would become his chosen career.  His career choice was however 
opposed by his father, who was of the opinion that his son was wasting his time.  

Constable based his paintings on sketches done outdoors directly from 
nature and acquired a very good knowledge of the farming year. He chose to portray 
for example, the working countryside in his pencil sketches rather than depicting the 
dramatic scenes of mountains.  He only painted the places he knew best and his 
ambition was to portray the changes of light under the moving clouds and the effects 
of the breeze.  Official recognition was very slow in coming and his style of painting 
led to some critics concluding that his pictures were unfinished.  Few bought his 
paintings in his lifetime so he had to rely on the generosity of others.   

In time he would become one of England’s most famous painters.  
Strangely, his paintings were embraced by the French and he sold more paintings in 
France than he did in England.  Only twenty of his paintings were ever sold here 
whilst the same number were sold in France within a few years.  It did not seem to 
bother Constable who commented that “I would rather be a poor man (in England) 
than a rich man abroad”. 

Following his father’s death in 1816, he had an inheritance of approximately 
£200 a year and this provided him with sufficient income to marry his childhood 
sweetheart, Maria Bicknell.  However, following the birth of his seventh child his 
wife contracted tuberculosis and died at the age of 41 in 1828.  He was devastated 
and wore black for the rest of his life. 

Constable summed up his own view 
of painting when he said to his 
friend John Fisher that “{it} is but 
another word for feeling”. 
The Haywain (1821)  

This picture was painted in 
his studio in London in the winter of 
1820/21.  It was exhibited at the 
Paris Salon in 1824 where it won a 
gold medal.  It looks idyllic but at 
the time there was an economic 
depression in agriculture resulting in 
riots and farms being burned down.  

(Gratitude to Ian Morgan for this article) 



ABSA 

Sportsground 

Fireworks 

Party 

Sun 3rd Nov 

From 5 pm 

Until Late 

Pay at Gate 

Fireworks 

at 6.30 pm 

Bar 

Hot Food 

9. 

Launch of the Hospice “Day Service” 
Autumn 2013 

This November marks the start of an ambitious period of 
change and development with the launch of the Hospice 
“Day Service”, previously known as the Day Therapy 
Centre, 

This service provides varied therapeutic care to palliative patients, free of charge, on 
a daily basis.  The programme of therapeutic activities available to Hospice Day 
Service patients is varied and it is intended that each patient who uses the service 
will have access to a range of individual or group activities including: 
 One to one appointments or treatment sessions with clinical, therapy, and 

spiritual staff 
 Complementary Therapy sessions 
 Creative expression and memory projects 
The cost to provide the Hospice Day Service is £90 for each patient each day and as 
a registered charity we are reliant on support from the local community to ensure 
that everyone who would like access to the service can choose to attend a session. 



10. 

Kings’ Hall Withyham 

W|v~ j{|àà|ÇzàÉÇ 

 
A Pantomime for all ages 

at 7.30 p.m. 
Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th January 2014 

Matinee 2.30 pm on Saturday 
Tickets from the Dorset Arms, Withyham 

 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL EVENTS. 
TEXTILES IN FUNERAL RITUAL & REMEMBRANCE. 
Tuesday November 12th.  A talk by LouLou Morris MFA, Artist in 
Residence, Chichester Cathedral –in The Vicars' Hall at The Cathedral from 
11-00 - 1200;  ticket price: £4.  
FOOD FOR THOUGHT luncheon talks are on 26th November and 
11th December 
CHRISTMAS FAIR is on 6th December in the Vicars' Hall. 
CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH PARTY is on 12th December. 
CAROL SERVICES are on 21st. 22nd and 23rd December. 
FRIENDS' FESTIVE LUNCH is on 10th January - tickets on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  Speak to Sheila Jones on 864117. 



11. 
Withyham Parish Council (WPC) October 2013.  
ASHURST SPORTS GROUND: A bike track has been built at the Ashurst and 
Blackham sports ground and as there is no footpath along part of Watch Oak 
Hill to Blackham it is dangerous for children to travel there and back to use it.  
There are also plans to start a youth club and a footpath would allow people 
to walk there.  Currently the children that travel to school by train have to be 
driven the short journey whereas a footpath would allow them to walk to the station.  
It appeared, however, ESCC Highways had no funds for such projects.  In spite of 
previous representations, it seems unlikely that the speed limit on the A264 will 
be lowered.  It was suggested that the residents present another petition to the MP. 
HARRISONS ROCKS:  Climbers are keen to maintain the existing climbing 
facilities.  The Harrisons Rocks Management Committee (HRMC) appeared to 
recognise this need and also for toilet facilities.  A meeting has been suggested 
between the Forestry Commission, Sport England, The British Mountaineering 
Council and HRMC.  Please let WPC know any residents’ views or anecdotal 
evidence on this subject. 
WDC and ESCC REPORTS:  The decision on the petition for road safety at 
St Michael’s School has been delayed.  The provision and affordability of 
lollipop people is being investigated.  The lollipop person in St John’s is paid for 
by the school.  
Gritting lorries have been serviced and have been on training runs.  12,000 
tonnes of salt has been ordered, which is 2,000 more than last year.  Bins are being 
filled and ESCC is selling bins if people wish to buy them.   
Waste Collection rates have continued to improve, but Kier have still not achieved 
an acceptable performance level.  Please report any missed collections to WDC, who 
are imposing penalties on Kier for non-collection.  
WDC Community Grant Scheme is open for applications until 30th November.  
Further details can be found on the WDC website.  WPC will forward details of the 
grant scheme to potential applicants.  
WARD REPORTS  
St John’s Ward:  The Cooks Corner notice board is now installed and can be used.   
Withyham/Blackham Ward:  There has been a burglary on Beech Green Lane.  
People can arrange to have items security marked by the PCSO.  Stones missing 
from the bridge on Station Road, Withyham appear to have been thrown into the 
river below.  Works are planned on the bridge in January which will involve the 
bridge being closed for up to 22 days.  
BALLS GREEN PLAY AREA:  A meeting is being arranged at St Michael’s 
School to assess what equipment the younger and older children and 
community would like.  WPC is also looking into how other parish councils are 
approaching this sort of project. 
COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID:  WDC have received a request to consider 
listing the Dorset Arms on its List of Assets of Community Value. 

(extracted from the formal minutes of the October WPC meeting) 



12. 

 
Here are the results for the Kings' Hall 100 Club for August 2013 
1st     monthly     £20      No.    79     Mrs R. Goolden 
2nd    monthly     £15      No.  104    Mrs P. Taylor 
3rd    monthly     £10      No.    95    Mrs D. Stone 

PARISH DIARY NOVEMBER 
Saturday 2nd  10 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET 
     Blackham Village Hall 
Sunday 3rd  5.00 p.m.  ABSA Fireworks (See Magazine) 
Friday 8th 7.00 – 11.30  70s and 80s Disco Night  
     Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see below) 

Monday November 25th – Deadline for December/January Magazine 

Friday 29th 8.00 p.m. Blackham Country Players 
Saturday 30th   Blackham Village Hall (see Mag) 
ADVANCE PARISH DIARY DECEMBER 
Friday 6th 8.00 p.m. CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT 
  Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see Mag) 
Saturday 7th  2.00 to 4.00 p.m. CHRISTMAS FAIR (see Mag) 

  St Michael’s School, Withyham 

Tickets from Christine 07901 573945 or Nikki  07779 967008 

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTER? 

Forest Row IT can give you friendly expert service 
for repairs, maintenance, upgrades and data recovery. 
Training: We can teach you to use any software easily so 
that your computer works for you. 
Roger Lyon Tel: 01342 825 209  Mob: 07982 710 977 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NIGEL DEAR 
Painter 

 
Decorator 

 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 
 

01892 664698 
07710798553 

‘Meadowside’, Green Lane, 
Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN5 2BT   

Counselling and Psychotherapy 
For Couples, Individuals and Family Members in Hartfield 

To arrange your FREE and confidential initial consultation 
or for further details, please contact Katie on: 

 Telephone 07841 404471 
 e-mail k8ehumphries@gmail.com 

 website  www.katiehumphries.co.uk 

A confidential space to talk, explore and unlock potential 

Katie Humphries MBACP - Qualified and Registered Counsellor 



Dorset House B&B 

 
Withyham 

Opposite The Dorset Arms 
 

01892 770035 
meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

www.dorset‐house.co.uk 

Old Kentish Barns 

Free advice and Quotation 9 
Teasley Mead, Blackham 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent  TN3 9TT 
01892 740522 
07974128893 

Oak Framed Buildings 
oldkentishbarns@hotmail.com 

Traditional timber framing 
from a well established 

local company. 
Planning service. 
Construction from 

groundwork to completion. 

Jim Robinson BACP & AHPP Accred   
Counsellor & Psychotherapist 
Exper ienced  addict ion   therapist  

Alcoho l  prob lems ,  we igh t  prob lems ,   c i ga re t tes ,  othe r  
add i c t ions/ compu l s ions  

Exper ienced  Relat ionship  Counsel lor      
Re la t ionsh ips  can  be  ve ry   tough  a t   t imes  and   they  can  a lways  be   improved  

Anx ie ty  /  Depress ion  /  St ress  /  Abuse  /  Trauma  /  Gr ie f    

07785  183213    or    01892  770463    Wi thyham  TN7  4BP        

Fo r  more  de t a i l s  p l ea s e   s ee  webs i t e      www. j im ‐ r ob i n s on . co . u k      



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for 

Parties, Weddings, Anniversaries and Children's 
parties.  Hire it from only £10 per hour 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 
or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

 

 

FED UP WITH IRONING? 
Let me help you! 
Call Christine Marais on 
01892 770 842 or 
07901 573 945 

 



 
 
 
 
 

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 

01892 770100 

  



 
Frank A Rhodes 

BUILDERS 
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile 07811 588291 

Positive 
Animal Training 

 

One-to-one dog training 
Puppy/ young dog training classes 

Agility classes 
Training walks 

 

www.PositiveAnimalTraining.co.uk 
 

Call Sarah Dell on: 
 

01892 871615 or 07805 049080



Need a Caterer? 
Weddings, Dinner Parties, Social Events 

ABOUT FOODS 
Home cooked quality foods 

Contact Karen Jackson 
Tel 01892 770752 or 07836775635 

 

GILES SWIFT 
20 years experience 

TRENCHER & MINI DIGGER 
Field & Garden Drainage, Ditching & Earthmoving 

Water Supplies & Repair 
 

Tel: 01892 864754   email: swiftdrainage@btinternet.com 



WILLETTS FARM 
DAIRY ICE CREAM 

MADE ON THE FARM USING 
FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 

Just off the A264, halfway between 
Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time 

No Artificial 
Colourings 

Natural 
Flavourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

(01892) 740505 



LOCAL INFORMATION 
Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford  01892 770035 
 Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 
Blackham Village Hall  Bookings: Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 
Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 
 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 
 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 
District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 
Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780 
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351 
Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 
St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307 
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 
Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 
Withyham Parish Charity This Trust can provide financial help for those in 
need and towards the expenses of further education or training schemes.  
Applications to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees 01892 654395 
Timetable Information Rail 08457 484950 
 Arriva Buses  08712 002223 
 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 
Magazine Editor and Advertisements 
 Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 
 Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) 
Office: The Old Station, Groombridge 
Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk  01892 864557 
WPC Office   Monday    09.30 - 17.00 
Opening   Tuesday    09.30 - 12.00 
Hours   Wednesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 
Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3rd Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway and Footpath damage (location and problem)  08456080193 
Highway Lights out (Give the lamp number and location)  08456080193  
Vandalism (all relevant details)      08456070999 
Abandoned Vehicles and Fly Tipping (Give all details)   01892 602735 
Pollution (Give location of river, pond etc)    08708506506 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


